Echocardiographic assessment of left ventricular function in patients with hypokalemia.
Based on clinical and experimental data, a cardiomyopathic syndrome has been attributed to chronic hypokalemia. Analysis of the published data indicates the presence of numerous other complicating factors which might have compromised cardiac function. Echocardiographic studies on 5 children with lifelong (Bartter's syndrome, 3 cases; congenital renal alkalosis, 1 case) or prolonged (primary hyperaldosteronism, 1 case) hypokalemia did not reveal any abnormalities of myocardial performance, thus questioning the premise that hypokalemia causes cardiomyopathy.